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Thispaperaddressestheongoingdebateregardingthedemands
of the international community to empower woman, and the
a capacity of the Islamic jurisprudence to achieve this objective

by means of Sharia's tools. The paper addresses this issue

through discussing the following five issues. First, the paper
> explores the position of Islamic law towards males and females
- with regard to the concept of gender equality and the theory
of male superiority over females. Second, the paper presents
the Qur'an and Sunnah's status with respect to women's
empowerment. Third, the paper highlights the phenomenon of
extremism in women's jurisprudence; the phenomenon that led
to the emergence of resentful trends against women rejecting
their effective participation in various sectors. Fourth, the paper
studies the article of CEDAW agreement related to empowering
women, and clarifying if these article are in agreement /
contradiction with Islamic law. Fifth, the paper presents cases
that focus on Muslim women's achievements, and the response
of Islamic jurisprudence to these endeavors — underscoring the
jurisprudential rule: “rules change with time and place.” This
paper aims to renew the vision of women's status in Islam and
abolish the harm that has befallen Islamic legislation towards
women. It also aims to annul the jurisprudential extremism
practiced by most preachers against Muslim women. The
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study concludes with the importance of enforcing the principle
of empowering Muslim women based on the foundations of the
faculties and sources of Islamic legislation. It also reinforces
modeling a reformed approach to achieve a kind of balance
between the demands of the international community and
the capacity of the Islamic jurisprudence to achieve women's
empowerment. Finally, the paper highlights the fact that 80%
of the provisions of CEDAW are consistent with the Islamic 6
jurisprudence; however, Muslim countries have the absolute
freedom to retain the articles they deem inappropriate.

Keywords: “and the male is not like the female" (Q 36 :3) - justice
versus equality — juristic extremism towards women - CEDAW
agreement
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