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Sports refine the souls and nourish the mind and body, and in
proverbs it is said, “Keep your sporting spirit,” that is, accept
defeat as well as victory. Therefore, it is linked to competition,
and the difference is big between competition and conflict. Sports
programs that broadcast matches have arole in fueling or venting
real conflict into “civilized” sporting competition in local matches
a and national competition in foreign matches.

Hence, the title of the research was “Sports programs and their
iImpact on strengthening national identity (Lebanese University
students as an example). The problem was based on questions
generatedbythe extentoftheinfluence of sports mediaonnational
identity through foreign and local competitions, and among these
questions: How does the public interact with the messages that
sports media broadcasts in local events and in foreign matches,
and to what extent does sports media contribute to spreading
national values, and does this media play its role in enhancing
societal security?

We have developed hypotheses that attempted to answer these
questions, namely that what television channels broadcast in
sports media contributes to enhance societal security, specifically
insportsactivitiesininternationalmatches. The secondhypothesis
says that the target audience reacts with some sectarian and
regional fanaticism when the sports media broadcast local
matches because sectarian and regional quarrels emerge in
these matches.

In the field study, we took a sample of students from the Lebanese
University (first branches). The study was implemented with &..
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students, and the results were as follows:
The majority of respondents (%Al stated that sports activities
that Lebanese individuals or teams participate in against foreign
individuals and teams and are shown on television strengthen
national affiliation and emphasize a comprehensive national
identity. However, when local sports matches are broadcast, /.01 of
the sample stated that media that the Lebanese television media,
through its sports work teams and sports commentators, are not
neutral, and this is what they are criticized for, and it contradicts 6
their role in strengthening societal security and inciting sectarian
and regional strife by siding with a team from a specific region or
sect.

The study came up with recommendations extracted from the
results of the statistical study, including that ZA1 suggested
separating sports and the clubs and teams that fall under it from
any sectarian, political or regional affiliation, followed by a proposal
to prepare periodic programs that shed light on the culture of
citizenship and its relationship with tolerance and sports ethics.
Then among these recommendations was the proposal to
allocate a national television station specializing in sports media
and having the exclusive broadcast of local matches. Among
the recommendations was the necessity of paying more media
attention to international sporting activities, given their role in
enhancing the sense of national belonging and national identity,
since the player or team plays under the title of the national team
taking him out of the regional and sectarian headlines that often
attach to local matches, especially as it was previously mentioned
thatthe local sports mediais not neutral, as .01 of the respondents
considered.

c
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