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Abstract

Religious conversion is one of the phenomena studied in the History of Religions
within the religious experience framework and its multiplicity on individuals, and

its resulting effects.

This thesis reviews cases of religious conversion of Christians both in the Islamic
and the Western worlds, represented in the Chaldean priest Abdul Ahad Daoud
"David Benjamin."” The discussion dealt with the concept of religious conversion. It
studies the religious experience of David Benjamin converting to Islam: his
motives and implications to his intellectual property. It focuses in the impact it
had in the formation of his approach throughout his writings about the proof of

conclusive prophecy.

The research found that there is a difference between the Western and Islamic
perspectives in the definition of the term ‘religious conversion’. The latter was
fount to use the critical method, whereas the former often follows the descriptive

approach.

This works explains the motives underpinning the processes of religious conversion
in the Christians of the Islamic world. The most important feature of such processes
is bilateral: what a Christian thinks and what he is experiencing which creates a
kind of intellectual unrest caused by continuous comparisons between his belief
and his experiences. This disruption allows him for a greater opportunity to engage
in dialogues and discussions which may dissipate the foggy beset through abetter
understanding of Islam and/or of Christianity.

The most important result of this research is the experience of religious conversion
David Benjamin passed explained through three stages: from the Catholic Church
to Protestantism, and then to Islam. The Christian religious experience - as a
former priest-, allowed him for a difference in approach in proving the prophecy
conclusion, manifesting itself in his own sense of prophethood. | argue that his
previous experience in discussing the Bible and his ability to read it in the original
languages, as well as and his deep understanding of the Popes’ interpretations were

crucial in the novely of his contribution to the proof of conclusive prophecy.
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