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Abstract

The study aimed to know the challenges of political participation of
Palestinian refugee women from the point of view of the leaders of the
feminist work in the camps of Nablus, and the role of these challenges in
their social, economic, political, and cultural forms, and the challenges
related to the nature of residence and the restriction of the process of political
access for refugee women. The study also aimed to clarify the extent of the
importance of the participation of women in the political process, and to
present the Palestinian and international laws that guarantee the right of

women to political participation.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher adopted the qualitative
approach and the descriptive method to study the phenomenon as it is, and
express it qualitatively, and adopted interviews as a main study tool for data
collection. The study sample consisted of (13) women who were leaders of
women's work in the camps of Nablus (New and Old Askar, Balata, and Ein

Beit al-Maa).

The study concluded with a general conclusion indicates that there are: social

challenges related to the nature of the refugee society, which is described as

B



a patriarchal and masculine society governed by customs and traditions that
embody the stereotype of women; economic challenges represented by
women being economically dependent on men, because the refugee
community depends on men as the main breadwinner for the family, and this
Is related to the fact that society itself rejects and restricts the idea of women's
economic independence; cultural challenges represented by giving men
priority in education at the expense of women, because customs and
traditions dominate the general culture in the refugee community. In addition
to the UNRWA abandoning its role towards Women’s and Youth Centers.;
challenges related to the nature of residence, represented by the fact that the
refugee community lives in overcrowded population that causes privacy
problems, especially for women under customs and traditions which usually
seek to preserve the stereotypical image of women; and political challenges
represented by the politics of masculine Palestinian parties in the camps
which they strive for preserving the stereotypical image of women by

maintaining their reproductive role.

The study recommended the necessity of intensifying workshops,
conferences and activities aimed at changing the patriarchal thought present
in the refugee community and to enhance women's self-confidence and belief

in their rights.



