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This research examines the issue of unveiling (al-sufdr) in modern
Arabic literature, exploring the views of diverse writers on this
phenomenon, which has been a subject of social and cultural
controversy. The writers are divided into three main categories:
proponents of unveiling, opponents of it,and those who remained
hesitant or ambivalent. Among the proponents of unveiling, the
poet Jamil Sidqi al-Zahawi emerged as a prominent advocate for 6
discarding the veil, which he viewed as a constraint on women'’s
freedom. He argued that unveiling enhances women’s progress
in society. Other writers, such as Ma'ruf al-Rusafi and Malak
Hifni Nasif, aligned with this perspective, asserting that the veil
is a social custom with no religious basis and emphasizing that
women’s freedom does not conflict with their virtue. On the
opposing side, writers like Mustafa Sadiq al-Rafi'i and Ahmad
Muharram perceived unveiling as a threat to social morals and
values. They regarded the veil as essential for protecting women
from moral decay and saw adherence to tradition as a reflection
of society’s cultural strength. Finally, hesitant writers such
as Ahmad Shawgi and Hafez lbrahim expressed uncertainty
about the issue. While acknowledging the need for improving
women'’s status, they cautioned against undermining traditional
values. This article elucidates the conflict between tradition and
modernity in modern Arabic literature, offering diverse insights
into women'’s societal roles and the impacts of social change. It
demonstrates that literature can engage in intellectual battlesand
social movements, serving as a tool for persuasion, mobilization,
and advocacy. Furthermore, it reveals literature’s capacity to
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destabilize or reinforce values and recalibrate societal balances.

Keywords: Unveiling(al-sufar),Veil (hijab), Women,Contemporary
Arabic Literature, Social Transformations, Western Modernity,
Modern Arabic Poetry.
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