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This study addresses the topic of modernity in Arab literary
criticism through the critical project of Dr. Abdel Aziz Hamouda,
one of the most prominent Arab thinkers who sought to establish
an Arab critical theory rooted in local cultural heritage, far from
blind imitation of Western schools. The study begins by clarifying
the concept of modernity in the Western context and its transfer
to the Arab world at the beginning of the twentieth century, 6
influencing both writers and critics, while noting the division of
modern Arab criticism between followers of Western schools
such as stylistics, structuralism, and deconstruction, and others
who attempted to preserve Arab identity by drawing on Arab
rhetorical and critical heritage.

The study provides an extensive analysis of Hamouda’s project in
his three books—Concave Mirrors, Convex Mirrors, and Exiting
the Labyrinth—where he uses the metaphor of the concave
mirror to depict the falsity of modernist criticism that applies
Western methodologies to Arabic texts without awareness
of their original context. Hamouda criticizes structuralism for
privileging form over meaning, deconstruction for leading to
the absence of meaning, and semiotics for focusing on linguistic
signs without considering cultural context.

Hamouda calls for a return to Arab rhetorical heritage, such as the
works of Al-Jurjani and Al-Qartajani, to reconstruct an authentic
criticism that balances originality with conscious openness to
Western modernity. He does not reject modernity in principle
but opposes its uncritical adoption, advocating instead for an
Arab modernity responsive to the needs of Arab society. He

© ium.usa.online@gmail.com Www.ium.edu.so

®d+ 967 730053135 @ http://ium.usa.online



) Uiguuriny dunrl Al Gonlall )fg)i}“f ez

$ . Ok s > > 1
% Islamic University of Minneso ta ”L A & )oYo ,\
Iumut w3 G il 4 plll ¥ e~y (L

also exposes “critical errors,” such as simplifying knowledge to
demystify opaque discourse and criticizing the narcissism of
some Arab critics. Ultimately, Hamouda’s project represents an
effort to build an alternative critical approach based on creative
engagement with heritage and informed openness to Western
thought, without falling into dependency or blind admiration.

O
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